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from the point of view of one who claims that supersensible realities are 
objects of knowledge, might lead one to suspect that in the ashes of the 
scholasticism, that some have thought long extinct, there still lives some of 
its old fires. 

It is to be noted that S. Billia frankly claims for his work that it is 
written in the service of religion. He warns the Neo-Thomists that their 
philosophy is symptomatic of worldliness and paganism, and that its log- 
ical outcome is atheism. On the other hand, he claims that there can be 
but one Christian Philosophy, which, it would seem, is Idealism as repre- 
sented by the Platonists, by Malebranche and by Rosmini. But did not 
that ardent nominahst, Berkeley, feel an equal certainty that in his type of 
Idealism is to be found the true philosophic basis for the religion of Chris- 
tianity ? And has not Hegelianism, which finds no favor in our author's 
eye, been forced to do yeoman's service in the cause of supernaturalism ? 
It is not always easy for the religionist to distinguish between friend and 

foe in the ranks of philosophical systems. 

E. Ritchie. 

Psicologia del Linguaggio. (Seconda edizione) da N. R. D'Alfonzo. 

Rome, Societa Editrice Dante Allighieri, 1899. — pp. 124. 

The substance of this work was given by the author in a series of lectures 
designed to supplement courses in psychology and logic ; and in its present 
form it is especially intended for students of pedagogy and philosophy in 
secondary schools. It offers a brief, but clear and adequate presentation 
of its subject, bringing together succinctly and systematically the results of 
physiological, psychological, and historical investigations, in so far as they 
have any direct bearing on the genesis and development of language in the 
individual and the race. The chapters dealing with the pedagogical prin- 
ciples involved in the acquisition of language and their use in reading 
and writing are extremely fresh and suggestive. Throughout the book, the 
writer keeps well in view both the correlation of the physiological proc- 
esses with the facts of consciousness involved in language, and also the 
close connection between the mental image and its verbal expression. 
Signor D'Alfonzo has here given us an admirable introduction to the psy- 
chology of language. An English translation would be well adapted for use 
in our colleges, where the want of such a text-book is often felt. 

E. Ritchie. 

From Comte to Benjamin Kidd. The Appeal to Biology or Evolution for 
Human Guidance. By Robert Mackintosh, Professor at Lancashire 
Independent College. New York, The Macmillan Company ; London, 
Macmillan &Co., 1899. — pp. xxiii, 305. 

It is the purpose of this book to answer the question how far biology, 
especially in its evolutionary form, is able to afford guidance with regard 
to ethical and social problems. With this object in view, the author ex- 



